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o' Gaei';n Fonzi, it- was
the biggest story of his career — an: -American presi-
-dent shot dead and atmost 20 years later . the murder

" shll is a mystery. ¢ o T it h M A A
"... .“So, whatever happened to LeeHarvey Oswald""
,kld from Kansas was asking him.:It was one of those
cearly : mormng radio - talk - shows :and. Fonzi, used "to
working in dark quiet comers as an mvatxgauve re-
porter was uncomfortable. - . S rei By
. The. question threw kum 'But : ,
the. talk-show- host recouped:"*'0s-i £ g8
wald was slain by Jack Ruby,” he:I
said. On "national -television, '
rmghthave added.-. ..& 73
. .. Fonzi: knew - that -was™ #aclong:
txme ago, long before Warren Com-:
roission critics dispelled “the-tidy 7'
theory that a-bullet from. the Dal-:.2
las drifter’s tifle. killed President.f
John.F. Kennedy.The CIA had'pot
yet engineered the. assassination’ oi :
a-Latin’ American president.’-.
_American prwdent wa yet to rej T
sign under pressure..: i

. <u4Still,: Fonzi* can’t: beheve the 14-year—old Kansas
.youth. and a: generation of other "Americans.can be 50 ]
_igporant. That so many people old ough t ‘
;i don’t care enrages him. - . ¥

--“Don’t. they "realize . thls was: done - to - them"" he:
‘asked in a‘rare emotional outhurst. “Most people take
an interest in the democratic process when the price of
" gas goes: up.-If. the. government’s - mampulatwn 1s
smooth enough; they figure it’s not bothering them.”; 7.
.. “"+The CIA and other government agencies have: lied -
“about.- themmla .in  the:Kennedy- .assassination. sinee
-1983. = -ifn? many  cases deliberately "spreading - false

* stories to mislead the public, Fonzi said.’ TR N TR

HE™AI50" wrote Hf the”E¥idlence he uncovered from opera-
‘tives in the anti-Castro- underground “in Miarm, where

-as president. - R

i@

“There was a possibility-the Warren Comrmssxon report

lFonzxsaxd e SR

: wrote a book about: publishing czar Walter Annenberg,

STAT |

v

*:The congressional ¥ committees~ formed - to~ inve-
stlgate the assassination were limited by short-sighted
political maneuverings and were not eqmpped to solve
the mystery, he said. . : 502

" Fonzi was a staff member orrthe last two  commit-
tm, an experience he said he hopes never to repeat.

The governmesnt’s whole program since 1363 was
desxgned to bore people, to confuse them, to make them
lose. mterest,” Fopz-. sald. He fears"the plan may be
workmg, R vty RO O SRR Ll

'+ Fonzi detalled his expenencee ‘as a staff member
for the Senate Select Committee on Intelligeace and its
‘successor, ' the  House- Assassinations Committee in a
book-length, two-part. series - -in2 Gold ~Coast and” the -
Washingtonian magazines-in November and December:.

-4\‘,.

he has lived for eight.years.. ;
24T had to- get it out.of my system,- Fonzx sald oi
hxs decision to break his five-year oath.of silence. - .

."His prose is lined with:tension -and' becomes more
vehement as he dscnbes the.wamng mOnths of Lhe
House committee’s work. ; i

:In person,: however,: Fonzx s a
who answers quatxons guardedly::

¥ “Obsession’ . is “too . strong .a word t(rdw:nbe hu
preoccupatxon mm Kennedy’s death,~he said. “I am
constantly- interested in. the issue.-I"did -hit my head
against the wall-a few times. But I am a ]ournahst and
I approached it as any journalist would a big story.”:

+Yet, he admits that when it became evident in 1979
that the House committee’s report would not contain
large chunks of the evidence he uncovered, “I. wanted
to go back.to Florida and leave the country.” ..

His struggle to learn the truth about-the. Kennedy
assassination is a strange crusade for Fonz. He said he
didn't vote for Kennedy in 1960 and dxdnt respect ‘um

ft :poken man, .

. Fonzi was. 28 when Kennedy was shot. ‘He was
Workmg as an mvestxgatwe reporter and writer for Phi-
ladelphla magazine.. . S e S I

-Like ‘most Amencans he tended to accept the 1964
Warren Comrmssxon report that named Oswald as.the
‘lone assassin. . R T B b I

4-« ot e s =&

"One year later a lawyer named Y’mcent Salandria
found_contradictions in the evidence uncovered and the
‘conclusions reached in the report. Fonz, believed the
man was crazy — uatil he mtervxewed hxm for Phxladel—
phia magazine. "7 RN 53 LRI XU
+ ¥ “It was complex and techmcal but ¥ did grasp the-
sensanonal .implication~ of:~ Salandria’s: contentions:

‘was wrong, » Fonz said. s 5 & "iRER37
- The mterv1ew shattered his preconcewed nouons,

% e
“*In the 10 years fol]owmg his talk thh Salandna he

‘won some journalism awards and became a partner in
'1972;in Florida Magazine Publishers Ine, which pub—
llshes Gold Coast and five other magazines in t.he state. .-
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